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head slightly, and I recognized Major Gravenstein, who in
1917 was in command of the German garrison in Aleppo,
and in the following year of the garrison in Constantinople.
The music hall disappeared before my eyes, and I saw
myself in an open wooden truck, about seven feet by five,
and five feet high. It was preceded and followed by a number
of other similar trucks, and all around me was pitch darkness,
in which the shaft of light from my electric torch disclosed
a huddle of literally half-starved, ragged, rumpled human
beings. Sitting in the truck behind me was Lieutenant Joseph
Schlauch, commander of the Austrian troops in Jerusalem,
on his way from Constantinople to the Palestine front, clutch-
ing anxiously at the cases of gold coins intended as pay for
the Austrian gunners fighting near Gaza.
The smoke from the engine literally threatened to suffocate
us. Great swarms of big sparks the size of a finger-nail would
sweep down upon us. From time to time the light from our
torches would quiver on a dripping piece of rock or on a
startled brown face, dwindled almost to a skeleton through
hunger and hardship.
Four times the truck in front of us was derailed, and had
to be got back on to the rails by those people who lived there
in the dark like troglodytes. Each time Schlauch would clutch
desperately with hands and feet at his precious cases of gold,
and each time the stocky man with the grey hair, who was
sharing my truck, would remark, 'Be careful you don't rub
against one of those poor devils. Spotted typhus!'
The 'poor devils' themselves did not understand his words,
for they were Gurkhas, Rajputs, and Hindus from Bombay.
We were herded together with them for three hours in this
environment which seemed to have been transferred straight
from Dante's Inferno. The darkness was complete; hundreds
of huge sparks burned our faces, hands and uniform; and we
were in constant danger of being called into the Beyond
either immediately through a derailment or ultimately as a,
result of contracting spotted typhus.